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INTRODUCTION 
 
 

 An ever changing context 

 
The globalisation of motorsport means that in the medium term, 40% of Grand Prix races will 
take place in Europe and 60% elsewhere, and thus that new countries and “new generation” 
circuits will emerge. Magny-Cours, like its European counterparts, thus faces the challenge of 
rapidly-rising championship standards in a context of greatly intensified competition. 

 

This context accentuates the speed at which the historic European circuits, where motorsport 
was born, become out-of-date and makes their transformation essential if they are to maintain 
their position in the motor racing calendar. 

If this were simply a matter of accommodating a Formula 1 motor-racing circuit, Magny-Cours 
could continue to offer a Grand Prix track with outstanding levels of safety, for drivers and 
spectators alike, for some time to come. However, a Grand Prix is now more than just a race, it 
is the setting for a marketing event at which major financial and commercial interests come 
together on an international scale. 

It is also a global media event. Worldwide television exposure, whilst providing tremendous 
publicity for a region and a country, nevertheless highlights the differences between motorsport 
circuits, where they are ahead or where they lag behind the rest. Media presence is now 
central to a Grand Prix race. 

It is also a research laboratory for the latest motor vehicle technology, which in recent years 
has undergone significant change, particularly as regards the standardisation of the teams’ 
working spaces. 

And finally, it is an event faced with a much more demanding public. 

All these changes shape the underlying basis for “Magny-Cours 2”, which is now an 
indispensable element in safeguarding the future. This project is essential not only if Formula 1 
racing is to remain in the Nièvre and in Bourgogne but also if France as a country is to remain 
attractive to Formula 1 racing. 
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 The Nevers Magny-Cours Motorsport complex  
 
 
Occupying an excellent location well away from any urban centre, thus minimising nuisances, 
the complex consists of : 
 

- the 4411-metre Grand Prix track ; 
 
- the 2500-metre Club track ; 
 
- the 1110-metre Karting track ; 
 
- the medical centre ; 
 
- a building which accommodates 

          - technical facilities (pits-paddock), the security centre and race control ; 
- areas for events, the media and hospitality (boxes) plus offices for use by the 
race organisers and for circuit administration. 

 
 The complex is designed for the very largest international competitions and also offers : 
 
 - a total spectator capacity of 139 000, including a grandstand capacity of 44 000 ; 
  
 - 35 000 parking places ; 
 
 - an on-site heliport, the largest in France, with a capacity of 120 helicopters. 
 
 
These facilities are complemented by a 268-seat videoconferencing room, a 300-seat themed 
reception room, and the Ligier museum. The entire complex is operated by the Société du 
Circuit (SAEMS), which consists of professionals experienced in the management, 
organisation and promotion of major international events. 

The Conseil Général de la Nièvre spends almost three million euros on maintaining this circuit 
and adapting it to changing safety standards for drivers and spectators, so that its 
accreditations from the French government and from national and international motorsport 
federations can be renewed. 
 
However, as regards current and future standards for world championships, its facilities are 
falling behind: 
 

- the pits are too cramped ; 
 
- the press room has insufficient capacity ; 
 
- the reception spaces are unsuitable ; 
 
- the grandstands alongside the pit straight are not covered. 
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MAGNY-COURS 2, STEPPING INTO THE FUTURE 
 
 
 
The Magny-Cours 2 project is more than a construction project. It is a commitment 
distinguished by a desire to modernise, innovate and anticipate in order to maintain a leading 
position in the world of motorsport and increase the attractiveness of the local area through an 
approach involving economic development and the creation of sustainable jobs. 

Magny-Cours 2 consists of work to modernise and bring up to standard the bloc formed by the 
main building, the pit lane, the starting straight and the pit straight grandstand. 
 
The aims of the project are to improve: 
 

- facilities and working conditions for the teams ; 
 
- facilities in the paddock reception spaces ; 
 
- facilities and working conditions for the media ; 
 
- facilities for the general public; 
 
- working conditions for the organisers, sports federations and race control. 

 
 
 

Modernising for the future : dealing with internati onal sporting, 
technical and  media-related 

 
 
With the emergence of new circuits and foreign players, the primary aim in modernising and 
adapting  the Circuit’s sports facilities to meet international regulations is to increase the 
presence and the competitiveness of France and its sports federations in terms of its ability to 
organise the most prestigious international motorsport competitions, in particular Formula 1 
motor racing. 

 
 To do this, it is necessary to: 
 

- create 27 pits, 8 metres wide and 20 metres long, each of which can be altered to form 
2 pits 4 metres wide, equipped with toilet blocks and computer connections plus safe, 
separate networks f or the supply of fuel and fluids ; 

 
 - widen the pit lane from 12 to 18 metres ; 
 
 - widen the starting straight from 12 to 18 metres ; 
 
 - equip the paddock with separate toilet blocks. 
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Developments in the sporting organisation of competitions also require functional alterations to 
be made to the working spaces for teams, federation officials and personnel responsible for 
safety, by : 
 
 - restructuring and enlarging the space reserved for race control ; 
 
 - creating a Parc Fermé (closed area) dedicated to technical inspection of vehicles ; 
 
 - creation of a new timekeeping room ; 
 
 - restructuring the operations control point (gendarmerie), the central safety point and 
the  common control point ; 
 

- creating offices allocated to the federation presidents, technical committees, 
secretariats and race stewards. 

 
 
Furthermore, the organisation of a Formula 1 Grand Prix is nowadays a global media event 
and a superb showcase for France at national, regional and departmental level. 
 
As at other international competitions, there is an ever-increasing media presence, which 
means that the premises and the IT and communications facilities which the Circuit makes 
available to them need to be adapted to their technical requirements, by creating : 
 

- a press room capable of holding 500-600 journalists and a specialist photo/interview 
room for 150 press photographers ; 

 
 - a new conference room, a media reception area and three offices for press officers ; 
 

- 50 booths for radio/TV commentators and a technical room reserved for the 
announcers.  

 
As the financial side of professional sport has changed, the Circuit de Magny-Cours has 
become a venue for events at which major financial and commercial interests come together at 
national and international levels. This means that it must reorganise the range of appropriate, 
flexible reception areas which it offers. This new role played by major sporting facilities 
requires : 
 

- the complete transformation of the existing reception spaces to create a flexible space 
capable of holding 3000-5000 people ; 

 
 - alterations to and covering of the pit building terrace to create a VIP area. 
 

Finally, this major international circuit must take into consideration the need to provide 
more comfortable facilities for visitors. To do this, the project includes: 

 
 - the enlargement and covering of the main pit straight grandstand ; 
 
 - removal of the starting grid footbridge and replacement by a tunnel ; 
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 - construction of new toilet blocks in the Village du Circuit and in the East car park. 
 
 
 
 A project which incorporates a high environmental q uality approach  
 
 
Magny-Cours 2 cannot content itself with its excellent rural setting and the advantage which 
this gives it in terms of reduction of the operational nuisances which are usually created when 
major sporting facilities are sited too close to urban areas. 
 
This project aims to incorporate every possible advantage of a High Environmental Quality 
approach. This concern, which is now shared by all the leading international sporting bodies, is 
an essential aspect of the contribution to be made by motorsport in this respect, and of its 
future image. 

The project will therefore adopt a systematic approach to improving environmental quality and 
reducing operating costs, in particular by : 
 

- creating peripheral earth bunds planted with trees to significantly reduce the perceived 
noise levels ; 

 
- using heat and sound insulation which are of High Environmental Quality ; 

 
- installing heat pumps or some other system to heat spaces and water ; 

 
- harvesting rainwater to supply the toilet blocks ; 

 
- using photovoltaic cells to provide electricity for certain facilities. 

 
 

Magny-Cours will thus be in the lead not only in motorsport, particularly F1, but also in its use 
of sophisticated technology to protect the environment. 
 
 
 
 A project which brings economic development and cre ates jobs 
 
 
The scientific, technical and industrial site at Nevers Magny-Cours, commonly known as “le 
Technopole” currently consists of 23 companies (including the Société du Circuit) which are 
directly or indirectly associated with motorsport, and therefore with the presence of the  
Circuit’s facilities. 

These companies have a combined turnover of around 42.2 million euros (2007 figures) and 
employ 420 people (of whom over 15% have an engineering degree). It is significant that 
approximately 30% of this turnover results from exports, highlighting the international influence 
of the site’s activities. 
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The taxes paid by this group of companies (business tax, corporation tax and various other 
taxes) amount to more than 10 million euros per year and no less than 5 million euros are 
invested during each financial year. 

All this data provides confirmation, if any were needed, of the significant economic contribution 
made to the Nièvre (and beyond), and these figures take account only of information which 
was readily available. 

A year ago, all the companies at the Technopole formed an association governed by the 
French law of 1901, known as the Association des Entreprises du Pôle de Performance de 
Nevers Magny-Cours. This association has been granted confirmed financial support by the 
French government and local authorities in order to carry out a set of projects relating to the 
economic development of the area. 
 
For the most part, these are highly technological joint projects which, given the presence of the 
ISAT (Institut Supérieur de l’Automobile et des Transports, the only state-funded educational 
body in France for motor engineers) and its technology transfer centre (Magnytude), will confer 
on the Nevers Magny-Cours site the European dimension of expertise in vehicle dynamics 
which properly belongs there. 

 

A project whose advantages geographic location is e nhanced by the 
extension of the A77 

 
 
The Circuit, situated within the Burgundy administrative region close to the border between the 
Centre and Auvergne regions, benefits from a special geographic position at the centre of 
France and of Europe. 

Journey times to the circuit by road are as follows: 
 
 - Paris and Lyon - 2½ hours 
 - Marseille - 6 hours 
 - Lille - 4½ hours 
 - Nantes - 5 hours 
 - Bordeaux -5 hrs 20 mins 
 - Toulouse - 5 hours 
 - Montpellier - 5 hours 
 - Clermont-Ferrand - 2 hours 
 
 
In addition, there is the prospect of a TGV (high-speed train) junction being built in the Nièvre 
as part of plans for additional TGV routes between Paris-Lyon and Lyon-Nantes. 

The French government’s commitment to the completion of the A77 motorway extension in 
2010, and to constructing a motorway junction specifically for the Circuit, will provide a long-
awaited solution to the problems of access to and from the Circuit. 
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Work began in 2007 with alterations to utility networks, and the extension is due to open in 
2010. 

The project will allow a traffic flow rate estimated in 2006 at 13,749 vehicles per day, of which 
18.7% are HGVs. It will include the construction of 4 civil engineering structures and all the 
works required to integrate the road into the surrounding area, at a total cost of 51 million 
euros. 

A motorway junction specifically for access to the circuit is planned as part of this programme. 
 
 
 
 A project complemented by improvements to accommoda tion 
 
 
At the moment, the accommodation available to spectators attending events at the Circuit de 
Nevers Magny-Cours is estimated at around 38,600 beds, broken down as follows: 

- hotels ; 
 
- bed & breakfast establishments ; 
 
- self-catering accommodation ; 
 
- holiday centres ; 
 
- campsites ; 
 
- home stay accommodation. 
 

There are currently about 7,900 beds situated within half an hour of the Circuit, of which 2,300 
are in hotels less than a quarter of an hour from the site. 

Several projects, all less than fifteen minutes from the circuit, will increase the accommodation 
available, these include : 
  
 
 At the site:  
 
The development of a hotel complex in the area around the circuit  with an eventual 
capacity of: 
 
 - several suites ; 
 
 - 50 2-star rooms ; 
 
 - 50 1-star rooms ; 
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- budget accommodation (which could be used to accommodate marshals and security 
staff during events) in rooms containing 2 to 4 beds, providing around a hundred beds ; 

 
- i.e. a total of approximately 300 beds supplemented by a museum project and areas 
for other facilities.  

 
 Work is due to start during the second half of 2008. 
 
 
 A hotel complex connected to the circuit :  
 
Construction of the “Le Grand Bois Golf Resort & Spa ” property complex at Gimouille. The 
Resort Grand Bois will open in 2010 and will include prestigious residential and visitor 
accommodation offering a range of services and facilities ; 

  This project includes: 
 
   - 67 chalets ; 
 
   - 77 houses ; 
 
   - an hotel with 85 suites, of which 24 are “floating suites”. 
 

 During Grand Prix races, a private road will connect this complex to the Circuit.  
 
 

 New hotels :  

 In addition, two other hotel projects are currently being finalised: 

- construction of a 3-stars hotel with 54 bedrooms, a restaurant and 
meeting room, at Saint-Parize-le-Châtel, next to the circuit; 

  - an increase in the accommodation capacity of a hotel at Magny-Cours. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
 
For almost twenty years, the Circuit de Nevers Magny-Cours, the result of a joint initiative by 
the French government and the Département de la Nièvre, has provided France with the 
capacity to host and organise leading international motorsport competitions, including the 
French Formula 1 Grand Prix. 

The continuing investments made, from the outset, by the Département de la Nièvre have 
enabled it to become not only the largest French sporting venue, with a capacity of 139,000 
spectators, but also one of the safest circuits in the world. 

Today, unprecedented developments in the technical and media aspects of these events, as 
well as international competition from new circuits, make it imperative to respond to the 
challenge of revitalising the Circuit de Magny-Cours. The “Magny-Cours 2” project is an 
essential factor in anticipating these developments, and will bring this major circuit up to a level 
of excellence which will properly reflect the position of France, its sports federations and 
sportsmen in the world sporting arena. 

June 2008 


